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With five carefully selected documents per chapter, this two-volume primary source reader presents

a wide range of documents representing political, social, and cultural history in a manageable,

accessible way. Thirty-two new documents infuse the collection with the voices of an even wider

range of historical actors. Expertly edited by Michael P. Johnson, one of the authors of The

American Promise, the readings can be used to spark discussion in any classroom and fit into any

syllabus. Headnotes and discussion questions help students approach the documents, and

comparative questions encourage students to make connections across documents.Â Reading the

American Past is FREE when packaged with The American Promise, The American Promise: A

Compact History, and Understanding the American Promise. For more information on the reader or

on package ISBNs, please contact your local sales representative or click here
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MICHAEL P. JOHNSON Born and raised in Ponca City, Oklahoma, Michael P. Johnson studied at

Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois, where he received a B.A., and at Stanford University in Palo

Alto, California, where he earned his Ph.D. He is currently professor of history at Johns Hopkins

University in Baltimore. He is the author, co-author, or editor of six books, including Reading the

American Past, the documents reader designed to accompany The American Promise. His research

has been honored with fellowships from the National Endowment for the Humanties, the American

Council of Learned Societies, the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavoral Sciences, and the

Huntington Library, and with prizes from the Organization of American Historians and the

Omohundro Insttute of Early American History and Culture. He is also the recipient of university



prizes for outstanding undergraduate teaching."

Great companion book. I use it in my history classes and can't say enough about it. This is a good

book to help you look into the past and see what people said in their own words. NOT a

comprehensive history book but a good companion to help you along in you're studies.

Needed this book per a requirement. Enjoyed the text and author

Bought this for my husband and he says it is good. Likes the way it is written and will relate well

This book is interesting because it talks about America's history through letters and articles and

speeches from the past. I use it for my class but it is good just for everyday reading. It brings

enlightenment to things we may not have knowledge of.

Boring. So boring. Just talking about it makes me ZZZZzzzzz

Great price and timeline for my son to have the books.

Okay, all class requirements aside, this was a very interesting book. It's nice to read about history

from a more personal and human perspective. Some of the letters and interviews were

heartbreaking to read but we need to know about that part of our history as well.

Very good quality book. Needed for a class.
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